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Around the Council

New NCAC Website 
Launching This Fall

In the years since NCAC’s current website was 
developed, the way our Scouting family uses the internet 
has changed significantly. After a careful review of 
the current site and our members’ needs, the NCAC 
Marketing Communications Committee determined that 
a simple upgrade would not be enough – it’s time for an 
entirely new site!

The new site is scheduled to launch in late July with 
additional features being rolled out over the next few 
months so we can make sure each one works properly 
before introducing the next. Some of the new features 
to watch for include:

• Resources for Scouts, units, parents and  
  chartered organizations;  
 • Blogs & forums where leaders and parents can  
  go for program ideas and support; 
 • Customizable user profiles so you can share your  
  Scouting background with your Scouting friends; 
 • Groups specific to your program or leadership  
  role to ensure you get the updates that matter  
  most to you; 
 • Improved integration with Facebook and Twitter; 
 • A new and improved online store featuring  
  some of the most popular NCAC council  
  shoulder patches.

With a transition of this size there are going to  
be a few bugs and while we are trying to preserve all 
existing URLs some of the bookmarks you already 
have may no longer work. We thank you for your 
patience, and if you encounter any problems or cannot  
find the information you are looking for, please email 
Webmaster@NCACBSA.org.

Farewell to a Great Friend of Scouting
Stephen G. Marriott, Eagle Scout and former NCAC Executive Board Member, passed 

away on June 23, 2013, after a prolonged battle with a degenerative mitochondrial dis-
ease. He was 54 years old. 

Stephen was a great Scouter, providing leadership in many different roles. In recognition 
of his contributions to Scouting, the dining hall at Camp William B. Snyder was named in 
his honor. The thoughts and prayers of the entire NCAC staff are with his family.

The Marriott family have requested that those who wish to celebrate Stephen’s life do 
so by making a contribution in his honor to the Council. 

Please visit www.BoyScouts-NCAC.org/Donate for more information.

Flags flew on Saturday, May 25 as 32 
Scouts from NCAC’s four oldest troops led 
the procession down Connecticut Avenue 
and across the President Howard Taft 
Bridge to open the History Of Scouting 
Trail (HOST). Weather was perfect for the 
inaugural weekend. More than 3,100 Scouts, 
leaders and parents participated and could 
be seen all over town investigating clues, 
reading plaques and looking for statues. 

The 5.9 mile Colin Livingstone Hike was 
named after the first president of NCAC 

and of the Boy Scouts of America.  Two 
other hikes, the Baden-Powell Hike and 
the James E. West Hike, are in the works. 
Also available is the popular History Hike, 
a shorter 2.5 mile hike concentrating on the 
area from the Ellipse to Lafayette Square. 
John LeMon, Scoutmaster of Troop 100, 
the oldest troop in Washington, DC, said, 
“This was a wonderful opportunity for the 
boys to learn about their Scouting heritage 
connected with so many landmarks in 
D.C. It is always a good thing to know 

where you come from.” Peter Bielak, also 
known as P-B, a DC-based Scout historian 
and creator of the HOST program, said, 
“The program was about the experience 
of discovery. It was designed to provide 
a fun and challenging historical treasure 
hunt of knowledge”. P-B said the HOST 
program is going through the approval 
process to become a Nationally Recognized 
Historic Trail and is the first trail in the 
world based completely on Scout history. 
HOST benefited from strong relationships 
and support from the Madame Tussauds 
Wax Museum, the Omni Hotel and the 
International Spy Museum.

History of Scouting Trail

HRH The Prince Edward, Earl of 
Wessex – the Queen of England’s 
youngest son – visited the United 
States in May to promote one of 
the British Royal Family’s principal 
charities for youth, The Duke of Ed-
inburgh’s Award. Founded in 1956 
by the Queen’s husband, HRH The 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, this international award 
program now operates in more than 140 countries around 
the world reaching more than 8 million youth. In 2010, 
the Award formed a national partnership with BSA. NCAC 
began offering the DofE Award locally in 2011. 

To earn a Bronze, Silver, or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award, youth participate for 6-18 months in activities in 
four areas: physical fitness, special skills, community 
service and adventurous journey. Participants choose 

their own activities in these areas, utilizing existing inter-
ests or pursuing new ones and spending at least an hour 
per week on each. Participants must also embark on an 
adventurous journey to challenge themselves in the great 
outdoors while discovering new experiences and learning 
the importance of teamwork and self-reliance.

The DofE Award is an internationally renowned honor 
that, like Eagle Scout, Venturing Silver and Quartermas-
ter, sets youth apart from their piers by highlighting their 
dedication to service and commitment to excellence. 
Youth are eligible to continue working towards their award 
until age 25, making it a good option for keeping older 
Scouts engaged. Get started on your Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award today!

Visit www.USAward.org for more information or contact 
Debbie Marino Deborah.Marino@Scouting.org at NCAC 
to enroll now.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award




